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physician* sun ao not snare Ur. crisis 
understanding of and app ecintion for 
school health, the learning process, and 
health education as a profession requiting 
special competences. 

Dr. Scars equates sex education, or 
Family Living Education, with health edu¬ 
cation; would he also limit medical prac¬ 
tice to internal medicine? Dr. Read sug¬ 
gests a three-point plan in which health 
instructors should consult with a physi¬ 
cian on “. . . their proposed health teach¬ 
ing plans’* in order “to maintain a bal¬ 
anced program.** How many physicians— 
or teachers—would follow this procedure 
for long? Why should they? Most physi¬ 
cians wouldn't know good teaching plans 
front bad ones, any more than the teacher 
could evaluate a physician’s medical pre¬ 
scription. Do these men, as they suggest, 
really believe that one-shot, school-wide 
assemblies and/or a series of ’‘expert’* 
program speakers will truly educate peo¬ 
ple about health matters? 

Piecemeal efforts won’t do much to up¬ 
grade school health education. As Dr. Crist 
pointed out, "Health education in the pub¬ 
lic schools is a complex, continuing proc¬ 
ess. . . . We need to do a better job of 
hiring true professionals (health educa¬ 
tors). . . . And, after we’ve hired a pro¬ 
fessional to take on classroom education, 
we’ve got to be sure they have a free hand 
in developing, and then implementing, a 
well-balanced program in health educa¬ 
tion.” 

Universities arc trying to supply these 
professionals by preparing school health 
educators competent in health science, hu¬ 
man behavior, the learning process, and 
school and public health. 

Dr. Crist’s comments set forth clearly 
the logical answer to the question: employ 
qualified health educators in the schools 
and provide them with adequate financial 
and moral support. We agree with Dr.* 
Read and Dr. Scars in their suggestions of 
cooperation between physicians and edu¬ 
cators. Perhaps both groups can work to¬ 
gether through local and state professional 
organizations to implement Dr. Crist’s 
suggestions. 

For example, school health education is 
categorically excluded from qualifying for 
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Tobacco Industry Chided 

Editor, Mi.mc.ll. TitIliU.NE: 

The response of the tobacco industry to 
our recent cancer article on tar yields from 
56 brands of cigarettes seems entirely dis¬ 
proportionate to the stimulus. Still another 
tobacco industry official has attacked our 
interest in the health and well-being of ~ . 
people by attempting to discredit these * 
scientific findings. 

James C. Bowling, vice-president, Philip 
Morris. Inc., has charged that the Roswell * 

Park Memorial Institute studies, as pub¬ 
lished in one of the nation's leading cancer 
research journals, were inadequate. He j 

neglects, however, to offer, any proof of • • . 

their inadequacies. ■ 

■ He further notes, “The tobacco industry 
has established its own ’tar’ and nicotine 
. laboratory” but again neglects to provide 
any comparable data on the “tar” and ’ : 

nicotine levels. We would welcome the 
opportunity to see the listings of “tar” and 
nicotine levels from their laboratories. 
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Neither l nor my scientific colleagues 
have any interest in “punishing” the to¬ 
bacco industry. Since the industry can 
make and sell a relatively safer product, 
it is hardly a “punishment” to call upon 
industry to stop promoting a more hazard¬ 
ous product-one with about twice as much 
“tar.” We also have no wish to crusade 
against smoking for moral reasons. We 
are interested only in upholding the medi¬ 
cal tradition that major health hazards be 
eliminated whenever possible. 

George E. Moore, M.D. 
Director " 

Roswra Park Memorial Institute 
Buffalo. N.Y. 
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